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C. GSCHLECHT 


MR. MURAD: Today's date is December 12, 


2001. The time is 620 hours. My name is Murray 


Murad of the Fire Department of the City of New 

York. 

QO. I'm conducting an interview with the 
following. 

A. Charles Gschlecht, shield number 5445 of 
Battalion 8. 

Q. Of the New York City Fire Department. This 


interview is being conducted at Battalion 8 located at 


Kip Bay station. This is regarding the events of 
September 11, 2001. 
Charles, can you please give us your 


perspective on what happened that day? 


A. All right. Well, the day started out as 


usual, you know, sign for the equipment, putting it on 
the truck, logging on, and going on to our CSL. 


Traveling up First Avenue to 34 Street, when we got to 


about 34 Street and Park Avenue, I forget what unit it 


was, but they said something just hit the World Trade 


Center. A few minutes after that you hear other people 


saying the same thing. 


Somebody said they thought it was a plane and 


that there was an explosion. So I asked my partner if 


C. GSCHLECHT 


he wanted to take the job, because we weren't assigned 
a job and he said yes, okay. We asked for the 


assignment. The dispatcher gave it to us and we 


started responding down 34 Street to West Street 
heading south. 

About when we got to Chambers Street, by the 
college, we saw the second plane hit the World Trade 
Center. I told my partner slow down and wait to see if 


the building was going to collapse right away, because 


you could see it swaying. After a couple of minutes of 


waiting, we didn't see it collapse, so we started 
heading in further. 


When we got to Vesey and West Street, the 


Lieutenant told us to set up second staging at 3 World 


Financial Center. I guess they were getting all the 


walking wounded that were coming over the pedestrian 


bridge. There were busses lined up there. Then w 
were triaging people, minor burns I guess. Then 
started loading them up on city busses. I remember 


running out of equipment, so I had to go to the LSU 
van, which was on the corner. 

I saw people jumping out of the World Trade 
Center. I saw a few people, I guess maybe three or 


four. After that I couldn't watch any more so I went 
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back, took the equipment and I guess by the time I got 


back, I don't remember how long it took for, you know, 


the building to collapse or whatever, but most of the 


people were already in the busses and they were already 


going up like I guess towards the -- what is that place 


on 23 Street, Chelsea Piers. 


So then I heard I guess I'm not too 
sure. I know I heard a rumble and I figured it was the 


building coming down. I told my partner run and I 


started running and there was one person left there. I 


can 


t remember her name, but she was in the chair. She 
was strapped in the chair, so I ran back and I got her 
and just started running. Also the people started 


running up West Street. I guess they were overcome by 


like dust and debris and I started running up West 


towards the Hudson River. Then I started running 
north. 


I got back on West Street around Murray and 


there was another Lieutenant there, I can't remember 


his name, but he said that it was all over, that we are 


going to go two blocks in. I told him, I said, listen, 


if the first building collapsed, you don't think the 


second building is going to collapse. 


q 


Then maybe about 10 minutes of deciding 
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whether or not he was going to go two blocks in, the 


other building collapsed, I guess 10, 20 minutes. I 


q 


don't know. Then I just started running up South 


Street, I couldn't find my partner for about 3 anda 
half hours, because initially when I told him to run, 
he started running with me and then I turn around and 


he is gone. I had no idea where he was. Like I said 3 


and a half hours later I found him. He told me, I 


think he was with the Captain and a Chief. 


Q. Do you know the Captain's name or the Chief's 
name? 

A. Yes, Captain Stone. He had to go to the 
hospital. He was injured. I don't know what part of 


the body was injured. 


QO. And the Chief's name? 

A. Hirth. Chief Hirth. I guess that's about 
it. 

Q. At any time, were you asked to switch to any 


frequency on the response into the World Trade Center? 
A. Yes, we were all on Citywide, but I had lost 


my radio when I was running. I left all my equipment 


in the truck. I saw the radio fall, Po 
«cst Kept 


running. 
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Q. Anything else that you think you would like 
to add? 
A. I guess that's about it. 


MR. MURAD: Okay, time now is 0630. I would 


like to thank you, Charles, for this interview. 


This will conclude the interview. Thank you very 


much. 


